64             THE CULTURAL ROLE OF INDIA
of an eminent Indian scholar who seems to have
no illusions on the subject. With due deference
to the views of all these scholars, I wish to
sketch the salient features of ancient Hindu
polity and to trace its influence on our concepts
of practical government in modern India. Hindu
society, like all Eastern societies, has been pre-
eminently religious and need not be serverely
judged on this very ground* Indian political
theory has more or less been moulded by certain
religious and moral injunctions* There has been
in India no separation between the church and
the state in the Western sense of the term-
Hence Prof. Dunning observes that " the
oriental Aryans never freed their polity from
the theological and metaphysical environment
in which it is embedded today/" Ever anxious
to judge Oriental things by their own standards,
Western critics have often indulged in rash
generalisations which seem to obscure their out-
look on the historic development of ideas and
institutions in the East* There is no doubt that
ancient Indian Polity is tinged with religious and
theological colours* Kautilya's Artha-Sastra,
r, tends to belie this argument, The
first chapter of the AvthtfrSastra ('* Art of
w) refutes the verdict that Indians